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SIDLOW BAXTER AFTER CHARLOTTE CHAPEL

A full description is given in the authorised biography of Sidlow Baxter,
 so this section contains only a few items that do not appear there.

In November 1955, eleven months after the Baxters had left Edinburgh at the end of December 1954 – they kept their base in Edinburgh for nearly two years after leaving the pastorate – the editor of the Record reported:

It is several months since our former pastor, the Rev. J. Sidlow Baxter, left Edinburgh for his present itinerary in America, and we feel sure that members and friends will be grateful for these interesting details about his ministry. Mr Baxter writes as follows: ‘Until recently our various meetings have been in individual churches, as distinct from united campaigns. This has been by our own choice, as we wanted to get the “feel” of things over here a bit more firmly before launching into bigger waters. But again and again, even in these more parochial series, the interest and blessing have been such as to break through the sluice-gates, so that “rivers of living waters” have flowed to other areas. …We give thanks to God for sustained health and strength. If you knew the heat in the Deep South and Florida, the humidity, the mos​quitoes, the unusual foods, the different kinds of drinking waters, you would know how grateful we are for good health through it all.

On 20th August we commenced a seven-​weeks’ united Bible Campaign in Winnipeg Canada, with various churches uniting. This was followed by a similar united effort at Port Arthur, on Lake Superior (22nd October to 15th November). Then, at the invitation of the Baptist ministers of Toronto, Ontario, from 19th November to 15th December, we are to conduct a three-weeks’ Bible-teaching ‘follow-up’ of the Billy Graham Campaign in that city. The possibilities are big, and we ourselves are utterly inadequate apart from Divine enabling. Please do remember us in prayer.’

1956 – Central Baptist Seminary, Toronto, gave him an honorary DD.

1898 – California Graduate School of Theology gave him a Doctorate of Theology.

There are regular brief reports of his movements in the monthly Record, not listed here. They visited Britain in 1959, but only for a rest, not to preach.
 Sidlow preached in the Chapel in May 1968, twice on Sunday 26 May and then from Monday 27 to Thursday 30 on ‘Deeper Spiritual Life’. He spoke at the Women’s Morning Fellowship and the Bible School in May 1970 – he was not then free for a Sunday.

There are tapes in the Chapel archive of Sunday morning and evening services, date not identified, both on the Second Coming. There are two other tapes, again of a Sunday morning and evening, also unidentified, on Sanctification. On this occasion, Alan Redpath read the lesson in the evening, which suggests between 1962 and 1966. An approximate date might be worked out from the hymnbook used, as the hymns on the tape are, 743, ‘God holds the key’ and 292, ‘Day in dying in the west’.

Ethel Baxter died in Santa Barbara on Christmas Day 1977. Full details of Sidlow’s second marriage (Isa Corbett) are in Johnston’s biography.

Johnston refers to Sidlow Baxter’s ‘trouble forgiving his daughter’ (p. 238) and of his estrangement from Miriam for the last twenty years of his life, but there is no reason (at least here) for not giving an explanation about it. The Baxters were quite open about the reason, namely that when Miriam became engaged to an Italian Roman Catholic, they put their foot down. Miriam went off to the east coast of the United States, where she devoted her time to looking after horses; her mother’s last comment on the situation was, ‘Miriam is not interested in men any more, only in horses’.

Sidlow Baxter was the guest preacher at a Sunday evening service in the Bellevue Baptist Church, Memphis, Tennessee, in 1991, which was video-recorded.
 He was aged 88, but as fresh as could be. It was said at the Emmaus Coffee Shop in Pathhead, Midlothian, when the video was shown at their New Year Conference on Saturday 4 January 2003, that it was the last recording of him preaching. (There was also a video of his ninetieth birthday celebrations.) As Betty and Mina Waugh were regularly in touch with him - Betty had gone in to 13 South Charlotte Street to act as his secretary during the 18 months when the Baxters lived there - and as they had a good supply of video tapes about his ministry, this is a credible statement. A copy is in the Chapel archives. Any who wish to picture him in the Chapel pulpit, sixty years earlier, could not do better than view this tape – all the familiar expressions and mannerisms are there. (Wind on through the singing of Wesley’s hymns, which occupy forty minutes, to the point where Sidlow speaks for the last fifty minutes of the tape.)

Thanksgiving gathering - 25 March 2000

As soon as news of Baxter’s death reached the Emmaus Coffee Lounge at Pathhead, which Baxter had frequently visited and where video recordings were made of both his piano playing and his preaching, plans were made for a Thanksgiving for his life. Over 100 gathered on Saturday 25 March, including two from his Church in Sunderland, dozens from Charlotte Chapel and others from Aberdeen, Fort William, Northumberland and elsewhere. Five hymns that he had composed to well-known tunes were sung and three video recordings were shown. Two of these, and the programme for the afternoon and evening, are in the Chapel archives.

In the Tribute, reference was made to his concern and love for those in his pastoral care.  He had something to say to everyone, often humorous and often challenging, and often illustrated by stories showing his keen sense of humour.  At the piano he would skip through the Sankey hymnbook, commenting and illustrating.  

He was a man amongst men, participating in Church socials, Sunday School picnics, and he was genuinely involved, mingling with people after he had spoken in the pulpit.  This participation greatly lifted people’s spirits during the Second World War.

Three people made the greatest impact on his life, not full-time ministers but secular Christians.  The first was his godly mother, in whom he saw what Christ could do in a life given over to Him.  The second was his Sunday School teacher, a mill worker with a deep love of Christ.  The third was a commercial banker, whom he described as the most Christlike person he had ever known - a demonstration of how Christ could sanctify a person who let Him control their life.  He did not identify this banker but it is assumed that he was Mr Longstaff, one of his Deacons at Sunderland, author of the hymn ‘Take time to be holy’.

He preached in the Chapel for eighteen years and was as fresh when he left as when he came.  His ministry was disciplined, and he would close the service because time had gone.  In 1944, Sinclair Horne, who gave the Tribute, was a steward and recollected the queue of people along the street before the doors opened for the evening service at six pm.  Extra chairs were brought in and Mr Balmer made sure that there were no empty seats.

Many are so busy, so concerned with quantity, that there is poor quality.  Baxter’s constant theme was a deeper experience of grace - ‘God is not so concerned with activity as with productivity’ - the Fishermen’s Bethel at Cockenzie.  ‘Christ is ‘in’ but he is not ‘king’ - ‘eminent but not pre-eminent’.

Twenty men from the Chapel went into full-time ministry under him, and also women - see the missionary list.

His teaching did not stop at any age - with every task grace is given hand just before he died he was asked to write a new hymn for C.S. Lewis (see Santa Barbara obituary).

His deepest interest was in devotion - every letter and every talk referred to his wonderful Lord or his dear Saviour.  Some might call it emotional but he meant what he said.  One felt the touch of heaven in his prayers and conversation.  His call was to deeper disruption.  Friendships were never forgotten.  Writing in July 1999 (on Sinclair Horne’s 50th wedding Anniversary) he wrote in a letter about the view of the Pacific ocean from his front lawn, and the beautiful flowers and he gave thanks and remembered the Lord.  The best recollection of many is that he ‘showed us Christ’.

The video of the piano shows a remarkable strength of voice and fingers, and a remarkable charisma.  He made the piano ‘sing’ - no music, all done by memory or ear.  This was made at Humbie, probably in the 1980’s.  The message on the tape was given in many places - of his favourites - ‘He shall glorify me’ (John 16:14) ‘whenever we put the Holy Spirit at the beginning of a sentence, Christ will be glorified at the ending of it’.

In teaching a new chorus or in telling a story, there was an empathy, affection, humour, as he involved people in the question and invited them to respond.

‘It sounds old-fashioned, for which I will not apologise - it is much better than many modern fashions.’  He was a master of words - ‘wonderful wonderful Lord Jesus’ held his audience like an actor who involves his audience in the unfolding plot. ‘To show I’m going to finish, I’ll close the Bible - mind you, I could open it again but I won’t’.  Extempore preaching - ‘my dear friends’

See tape for passage about Intellect being king, the Will being prime minister and the Emotions the obedient people - near the end of the tape.

End of notes from Thanksgiving Gathering.
Isa, his second widow, arranged for a Thanksgiving Service in Invergordon (in her home county of Ross-shire in the North of Scotland as she knew that it was Sidlow’s wish to be returned to ‘Bonnie Scotland’. This was held on 18 July 2000 at 2 p.m. in the local Church of Scotland, and Mrs. Baxter kindly invited the writer to attend.
 Sidlow’s ashes were then scattered.

Isa died at home in Santa Barbara on Wednesday 1 July 2004. She had been unwell for some time and had been in hospital, but she preferred to be at home for the end. Friends who phoned over the last few weeks realised that she was failing. 
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